of fashion and caprice; yet there are certain qualities which may be deemed essential, and with respect to which all men are agreed. Some persons may like the sweet, others the dry wines; some the light, others the stronger kinds; but no one will choose a flat and insipid vintage, itt preference to that which is distinguished by the fulness of its body, and richness of its flavour and perfume; or, when purchasing a supply, will be disposed to overlook the equally indispensable requisites of firmness and durability. These qualities, however, are seldom found combined, except in first-rate wines, which, being grown in very limited quantity, sell at high prices, and are procured with difficulty. Indeed, generally speaking, they may be said to be little known; for many of them, being the produce of private vineyards, are never to be purchased, or, if they are, must be bespoke before the vintage; and, of the remainder, a considerable portion is reserved by the farmer or merchant, for the purpose of mingling with those of inferior quality. Even the secondary wines are not easily to be had pure and unadulterated, but frequently undergo preparation before they are brought into commerce. Of some of these preparations, and of the manner in which they affect the qualities of the commodity) mention has been made in the foregoing chapters. 1 
